
z 

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
44.5 1 2 ~  Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Commissioner Adelstein: 
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J am writing in opposition to the proposed merger of XM Satellite Radio and Sirius 
Satellite Radio. 

Although I am a lawyer, I do not purport to be an expert on antitrust law. But it does not 
rake an expert to recognize that the merger of the only two satellite radio companies 
would be contrary to antitrust law and not in the public interest. The antitrust law is 
designed to promote competition and consumer choice in the marketplace. The merger of 
Xh4 and Sirius would eliminate competition in the satellite radio marketplace by reducing 
the number of providers from two to one. In the absence of competition, consumers 
would have no choice of providers. They would be at the mercy of a monopoly provider 
who could dictate prices and programming without regard to consumer preferences. 

In addition to creating a monopoly, approval of the XM and Sinus merger would 
cstablish a dangerous precedent. The affect of the decision would extend beyond the 
satellite radio industry. It would be seen as a green light to consolidation in other sectors 
of the telecommunications industry. If this merger is approved based on the premise that 
satellite radio competes against other forms of technology such as M M  radio, Internet 
radio or iPods, there will be no stopping other telecommunications providers from 
merging. Clear Channel will be empowered to buy even more radio stations, Comcast 
will begin merger talks with Time Warner Cable, and Apple will try to take over any 
company that poses a threat to its dominance in the portable music player market. 

For these reasons, I urge you to vote against this merger. 

Sincerely, 

l 8 l J v L A r n . h  
Matthew McCovem 
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Lea&rsJip for 

South Dakota! 

FRANK J. KLOUCEK 
District #19 State Senate 

Bon Hommc - Hutchinson -Douglas -Turner  
29966 423rd Ave. 

Scotland, South Dakota 57059 
605-583-4468 

August 4* 2007 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 lzn Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Commissioner Adelstein: 

As a famity farmer and a state senator, I have strongly opposed corporate collsolidation in 
the meat packing industry. I am also opposed to oolrzolidation in the media sector. That is 
why I am writing to urge you to vote against the proposed merger of XM and Sinus satellite 
radio companies. ThQ merger would be nothing but a government-sponsored corporate 
bailout which would hurt consumers and completely stiIle any potentinl competition in the 
satellite radio market 

When the FCC first granted l i n m  to these companies in 1997, there was a specific 
prohibition against merging. Wbik nothing has changed in tbe marketplace - X M  and 
Sirilrs remain the only two providers of satellite mdlo - the companlw elah to need this 
merger to stay atloat. Merging might help the companies in the short run, bot they still have 
multi-year, multi-million dollar contracts to fullU - having signed such prominent, 
expensive persooalitien as Howard Stern - and leaving their subscriben to pick up the bill. 

Most economists will tell you that creating a monopoly will drive up costs. The facts are 
simple - once tbere is no ehoice of satellite radio provide& the monopdy can cbargo what it 
pleasea. From what I have read, the companies are not only planning to continue otYering 
"basic" service. but will also offer more expensive packages that will most Ukely include 
many chaonek conaumers had previously enjoyed with their orighd rerviee at a lower 
price To make mattera wone, this merger could krm rwcption quality since tacb Senin 
has a limited spectrum that is currently operating at maximum capacity. This ia 
particularly bad for rural subscribers who already have few choices in local programming. 

As you investigPte this issue on your own, I am certain you wil l  agree that this merger necdr 
to be rejeetea. 

Sincerely, 

.- I 

Senator Frank Kloucek 

Paid fnr by Kloucck for Senate Cornmiuec. Marlin Sievsrding Trcar.. Box 36, Menno, SD 37045 
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ESTES LAW FIRM . 

Doyle Estes 
Attorney at Law 
605-343-3534, Ext. 210 

Erika Kroetctcb campbell 
'Attorney at Law 
-605-343-3534, Ext. 202 
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'*This fimi is not covered by profcssional liability insurance*' 

Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 121h Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 
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As a member of the Board of Directors of the Fria&sofSouth Dakota Public'Broadcasting, I am 
writing to urge you to vote against the proposed merger of XM Satellite kadio and Sinus Satellite 
Radio. 

Allowing the only two satellite radio providers in the naiion'to mergk would be detrimental to 
National Public Radio and its member stations that develop and distribute programming to satellit 
radio subscribers. Sirius currently offers two channels of NPR programming and XM offers one 
channel containing pr6gfiihinin'g'from~a variety of public radio produceis. If the merger is 
approved, the combined,coni&iiiy may aecide toseek efticikirciesby reducing the amount and 
quality of publicraaid'pIdgr~ing'a~ailable 6' its subscribers'. Consequently, N&'and tts" 
member stations'would have fewer opporfdities tbdistribute programming to the satellite radio 
market. 

More importantly, the proposed merger would be detrimental to the public hecause it would 
diminish the programming viewpoints'available to the public by satellite radio. The loss of progra 
and viewpointdiv~tsitywou~~ hav'e'k even:&ater impact oniubscnbers in'mral states like Sout 
Dakota because satellite radio'provides accessto a variety of stations in remote areas where 
AM/FM broadcast signals arc often not available. 

Consolidatiok in the satellite radidiindustry is clearly not in'tbe public interest. I hope you will 
oppose the XM and Sirius merger. 
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